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OSH Knits Blankets for Disaster Areas

Students and staff responded to the request to help victims of the Haiti Earthquake with knitting needles.  An incredible 850 woollen square have been knitted, making up to 10 blankets to be sent to disaster areas.

As many of the volunteers had no knitting expertise, lunchtime workshops were held to teach basic skills and up to 40 people were often seen knitting away in the school’s Business Hub.  The classes have proven to be extremely popular and will continue as a regular feature.  The project has been embraced by the whole school community at OSH with donations of knitted squares, wool or knitting needles. 

The blankets will be distributed by the charity ‘Teddies for Tragedies’ who send knitted blankets and teddies to locally supported aid groups and charities who work with children in tragic circumstances.  Although the OSH blankets were originally intended for Haiti, the need will be assessed by the charity to ensure that the blankets go to the most appropriate area, which could now be the Sichuan Province of China after the latest earthquake. 

Organisers of the great OSH charity knitting event, Head of Business Studies, Mrs Ruth Ferguson and Maths Teacher Mrs Patricia Peck, said:  “We have been astonished by the response of students and staff at Old Swinford Hospital, they were obviously greatly affected by the plight of the people of Haiti and wanted to do something practical to help”.

