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OSH 1st XV Through to Round 7 of RBS Daily Mail Cup

Old Swinford Hospital 1st XV qualifies for Round 7 of the RBS Daily Mail Schools Rugby Cup after a 17-13 home victory over Wyggeston and Queen Elizabeth I College, a feeder school for the premiership club Leicester Tigers. The competition started in September with over 515 schools from across the country taking part and OSH is now into the last 32.
 The Old Swinford boys enjoyed much possession in the first half, but nerves on the big occasion prevented them from making any real headway.   Full Back Max Stelling missed several kicks at goal in an attempt to break the stalemate.  Then just before half time, the visitors scored a break away try, with their backs running some great lines from depth to burst through what was a well organised Old Swinford defence.  A further penalty gave the visitors a 10-0 lead at half time. 

The second half saw Old Swinford attack the visitors with renewed vigour.  However, a yellow card for Prop Harry Radford for not rolling away from the tackle reduced Old Swinford to 14 men and having to make an enforced change in the front row with Orie Shaw coming on.   Despite the numerical advantage, Old Swinford continued to press and were rewarded with a try from hooker Liam Marshall, with Stelling adding the extras to make the score 10-7. 
WQE responded immediately, pressing for good field position and eventually winning a penalty to make the game 13-7.  At this point, much of the home support feared that the game was slipping away, when with virtually no time to spare, prop Tom Holland broke through the line and showed good pace to run in from 40 metres.  Stelling, who had not kicked well at goal all day, missed the conversion and the game was all but over at 13-12.  
However, in a bizarre twist of fate one of the WQE players stepped on the Old Swinford try scorer and the referee deemed it appropriate to award a penalty on the half way line to the home side.  With time out and requiring points, Old Swinford captain Adam Nixon took a quick tap and attacked the WQE line.  Quick ruck ball generated momentum and fullback Stelling picked a great line and scored in the corner winning the game 17-13.
The scene on the final whistle was one of shock and jubilation.  1st XV coaches Andrew Coalter and Simon Daws could hardly find the words to express their feelings in the end of match talk to players. 

After time for reflection on the exciting afternoon’s match, Old Swinford Hospital Director of Sport said:  “It’s nothing short of what we deserve for the hard work that this squad has put in over the last two years.   We have no superstars, just a hard working team of dedicated boys who are there for each other when the chips are down.  
“It was great to see old boys back supporting the current 1st XV and for them to witness the brand of rugby we now play.  The development of rugby in the school at all levels is healthier now than it has ever been and that is down to the hard work of a dedicated team of coaches/ teachers and a first rate set of supporting parents.”
