[image: image1.jpg]Old Swinford Hospital
Latest news





Art from the WW1 Battlefields

Stourbridge artist, Robert Perry RBSA made a return visit to Old Swinford Hospital to talk about his work from the Somme & Verdun World War 1 battlefields.  It was a moving tribute to those who lost their lives and particularly sad as it was the first year without any surviving veterans from the First World War.

The Black Country artist and Member of the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists, is one of the most original and professional landscape painters of his generation.  His work has ranged from the urban-industrial landscape of the West Midlands and the Spanish High Sierra, to the melancholy battlefields of the Somme.  In each picture, he attempts to capture the unique atmosphere and spirit of the place. 

Sometimes describing himself as a “visual archaeologist”, Perry’s intimate knowledge of the battlefields is gained from direct personal exploration on the ground. Twelve years of walking, drawing, and studying the battlefields, meeting and talking with people who have grown up in the area, whose grandfathers suffered and died in those bitter conflicts of 1916, gives his work a poignancy that evokes strong emotional as well as artistic responses.

The talk was particularly relevant to OSH Year 9 students as they study war poetry in English, war photography & illustrations in Art, and the First World War in History.  They saw examples of Perry’s work which is produced on location and backed up by information panels featuring documentary photographs, maps and insights provided by excerpts from his field diaries.  Remains of weapons and militaria dug up from the battlefields will also be on display.
This was one of the first events in the school’s new MUTA (Multi Use Teaching Area) which includes a performance space with seating for over 200 people.

Pic Caption:  Robert Perry with students Chris George, Joe Upton, Lewis Weaver, James Lees-Jordin, Claud Baker, Matthew Gill, Oliver Kay, Christian Lewis-Tafft

