Old Swinford Hospital Aims for the Moon!

OSH welcomed over 100 prep school pupils to its Annual Schools’ Summer Festival on 18 June.  

As this year is the International Year of Astronomy, the main theme of the day was rockets and the stars.  A big hit with pupils was a visiting rocket.  At 38ft tall the Starchaser Skybolt will be launched from a site in the UK in November to test a number of systems, which if successful, will form the basis of an even bigger rocket to carry tourists into space by 2013.  OSH is one of only 100 schools to be shown the rocket, which will hopefully inspire future generations of scientists, engineers and astronauts.

In the Space Dome, pupils were taken on a journey through the solar system and beyond without leaving their seats.  They learnt about the planets and constellations, and what to look for in the night sky.

After being inspired by the space presentations, pupils then went into the laboratories, to study rocket propulsion and the chemistry behind rocket fuels.  Pupils had a go at making their own stomp rockets and attempted to fire them at the “moon”.  Vernon Lodge from Brewood, Staffs was the winning team and took home the Old Swinford Hospital Science Challenge Cup.

Other events included a Music ICT workshop and Drama workshop.  Professional cricketer Aniket Redkar, took pupils through their paces honing their batting and fielding skills.
Picture shows:  Vernon Lodge, winners of the Old Swinford Hospital Science Challenge Cup

Amelia Bywater (aged 10), Stephen Hill, Outreach Presenter Starchaser Industries, Sam Middlemiss (aged 10), Rebecca Tilt (aged 10) and Ashley Gill (aged 10) with the Stomp Rockets

Picture Shows:  Aniket Redkar with potential cricketing stars of the future.

