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The OSHCARS

It was a night at the ‘OSHCARS’ at Old Swinford Hospital on Friday 27 March.  The audience, dressed in true ‘red carpet’ style were entertained by a selection of short films and documentaries, dance, drama and music – all entirely produced and performed by talented Old Swinford Hospital students.

Competition was fierce, not only for The OSHCARS 2009, but for the ‘Top Ten Best Dressed’ stars, guests and VIPs, all of whom will appear in ‘HELLOSH’, soon to be produced by students.  

Scooping up five OSHCARS was the performance of selected scenes from the OSH Drama Production of Willy Russell’s “Our Day Out”.  The youngest boarding house, with help from two Sixth Form students, picked up both ‘The Best Dancer’ and ‘The Best Dance Group’ awards.

Previewed at the premiere was the documentary ‘Cyberspace’, recently entered into a worldwide competition, Kid Witness News (KWN).  The competition, supported by Panasonic, is an education programme with the aim of boosting creativity and communication skills, and fostering teamwork through video production.  Made by Year 10 GCSE art students, the theme of the 4-minute documentary is communication and focuses on “Online Social Networking”.  It contains valuable information and content for using the internet safely and was supported by West Midlands Police, who starred in it.

Three short films were shown by Jon Moy, an ex-OSH student, now studying Filmmaking at Bournemouth University, who introduced filmmaking to the school during his A level Art, two years ago.  He was also recognised as the best film maker in his first year at college. 

Head of Art Jemima Brown, commenting on the Premier said “It was a fantastic evening, with all the razzamatazz of Hollywood, showcasing some of our most talented students.  They showed amazing spirit and it brought out their natural competitiveness.  Our students have developed a greater understanding and widening of their knowledge of the film industry and what it takes to create a documentary.  We will now be able to extend digital video editing and film making in the curriculum and continue the development of our arts provision at the school, when the new performing arts centre and specialist art room open in September”.

Picture Shows:  

‘OSHCAR’ winners back row left to right – Lottie Gilson & John Hunter-Hamilton (Best Dance Group with The Prospect Dancers),  Jack Pendlebury, Sarah Norman (Best Actress), Howard Coase (Best Director), Sam Connell (Best Actor), Ed Street (Tim Harris’ OSHCAR), David Marsh (Best Technical Skill).    Front row – The Prospect Dancers (Best Dance Group) - Bandele Shokunbi, Jonathan Bayliss, Jay Serrador (Best Dancer), Rajindu de Silva, Charlie Turner, Alex Atkinson

