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Gulf War Hero Delivers Foley Lecture

Operation Desert Storm hero, John Peters, visited Old Swinford Hospital on Tuesday 10 March to deliver the prestigious annual Foley Lecture.  The audience of 130, comprising Scholars, teachers, Governors and friends of the school were given a real insight into John’s experience as a prisoner of war. 

The lecture, named after the School’s founding family, gives Scholars of the School the opportunity to attend a lecture on a subject of contemporary or historical interest from a guest of national or international standing. 

Headmaster Peter Jones, commenting on the lecture said “this was truly an inspirational and emotional presentation by John Peters, which for those privileged to be there was very much a sobering experience.  It certainly puts the challenges of daily life into perspective.”

John Peters came to the world’s attention in 1991 when, in the Gulf War, his Tornado was shot down during Operation Desert Storm, an ultra-low level daylight mission on Ar Rumaylah Airfield.  He was captured by the Iraqi military and for him, the war then became a seven-week ordeal of torture and interrogation.  As a POW, John’s bruised and battered face became a potent symbol of Saddam Hussein’s ruthless aggression.

After his release, John went on to do another tour on 31 Squadron at RAF Bruggen, before becoming an instructor pilot at RAF Cottesmore.  On leaving the RAF, Peter started his own company specializing in leadership, team-building and communication.

